BYC Race FAQs
Listed below are Frequently Asked Questions and some of the latest information and trivia on
race and protest-related topics. Do you have a question for the Race Committee or the Protest
Committee? Send your questions to racing@beverlyyachtclub.org and
protest@beverlyyachtclub.org, and we’ll post the answers here!

Week of June 13
Topics: Tacking protest quiz and towing tips

Week of June 6, 2022
Topics: On-station flag and race score location

How would you decide this protest?

Boats P (on port tack) and S (on starboard tack)
are beating to windward. P tacks into a position
just in front of S. When P reaches a close-hauled
course, she is a few feet clear ahead of S. S, who
has not needed to change course prior to that
moment to avoid P, immediately luffs above a
close-hauled course, avoids contact and protests.
You are on the protest committee: how do you
decide this?

Answer:
S’s protest is dismissed; neither boat breaks a rule. While P is on port tack, she is required to keep
clear of S by rule 10, On Opposite Tacks. While P is tacking, she is required to keep clear of S from
the moment she passes head to wind until she reaches a close-hauled course by rule 13, While
Tacking. A boat “keeps clear” if the right-of-way boat can sail her course with no need to take
avoiding action (see the definition Keep Clear). S does not need to take any avoiding action before P
reaches a close-hauled course.
When P reaches a close-hauled course, rule 13 ceases to apply and P is the right-of-way boat under
rule 12, On the Same Tack, Not Overlapped. Because she acquired the right of way by her actions, P
is required to give S room to keep clear of her by rule 15, Acquiring Right of Way. S is able to avoid P
in a seamanlike way; therefore, P complies with rule 15.
This quiz was excerpted from Dave Perry's 100 Best Racing Rules Quizzes available from US Sailing. For a comprehensive
explanation of the rules, read Dave Perry's Understanding the Racing Rules of Sailing through 2024, which is also available
from US Sailing. Permission to reprint this quiz for non-commercial use is granted by the author.

Towing Tips
Have you ever had to tow boats during a regatta? Have you wondered how to line up sailboats
behind your powerboat for towing? Here are some diagrams to help you understand what works
and what to remember when towing one, or multiple vessels.

Week ending June 11, 2022
Topics: On-station flag and race score location

Q: “Should the orange flag be removed before the blue finish flag is hoisted?”
A: No. The orange flag is the boat end of the starting line. It is hoisted some time prior to the fiveminute warning as a warning that the starting sequence is about to begin. It is commonly referred to
as the On-Station Flag. It can remain hoisted after the start as there is no discussion in the RRS for
when it is either hoisted or lowered. It’s been our practice to hoist it when Commodores is anchored
on station and ready to begin a sequence and to leave it hoisted while Commodores is on station
throughout the race. So, we will continue that practice this season. Note: The orange flag should not
obscure the blue flag that’s hoisted to denote the finish. The blue flag should be hoisted before the first
boat approaches the finish and removed after the last boat has finished before the start of the next race.
Q: “Where can I find the latest race scores?”
A: Race scores for the current season are located in Regatta Network with the registrations for each
fleet or race. Printed copies are also posted on the bulletin board on the porch. Scores/past events
from 2012 – 2021 are available through the Past Race Results link on the BYC website. A completed
series or race for the current season will also be posted under Past Race Results.

